a key to common trees and shrubs
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Winter Trees: a key to common trees and shrubs
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How to use the key

This key has been written to complement the FSC's Winter Trees: A photographic guide to common trees and
shrubs by Dominic Price and Leif Bersweden. It aims to provide an accurate way of identifying all 36 trees and
shrubs covered in Winter Trees and would ideally be used in conjunction with this identification guide. Every
attempt has been made to keep the guide as simple and accessible to beginners as possible.

Simply start at point number 1, read each part of the couplet and decide which best suits your tree before
referring to the right where you will be directed to the next stage. The number in brackets refers to the
couplet you came from in case you need to retrace your steps. Work your way through each stage as
directed, reading both parts of the couplet, until a species is named. Accompanying each species is an
illustration of the bud for comparison. The illustrations are meant as a guide only; for true accuracy consult
the photographs in the full species accounts in Winter Trees, the page number of which is provided in
brackets.

The focus of the key is on buds and twigs, as these are the easiest way to distinguish between species during
the winter; in cases where the buds are very similar further characteristics are brought in, all of which are
elaborated upon in the full species accounts of Winter Trees. It is important to note that using the key in the
field, with access to the whole tree or shrub, will help to improve its accuracy but it has been written so that
identification from a twig collected from the field should be possible. If in the field, consult as many
buds/twigs as possible.

In the key you will be asked whether the buds are ‘lying flat against the stem,
the bud tip pointing towards the end of the twig’ or ‘pointing away from the
stem’. By imagining the central axis of the bud, as illustrated in Figure 1, you
are able to distinguish between the two. Buds that ‘point away from the stem’
are generally at an angle between 20° and 45°. If some buds fall into one
category and some into the other category, take the majority case. Another
important distinction asked for in the key is whether or not the twig has single
buds on short stalks. If a short stalk has more than one bud or leaf scar treat
it as a separate twig with unstalked buds. Technical terms have been kept to
a minimum but there is a glossary for the few unavoidable cases.

Figure 1 You may have a hunch about what species you have but feel you need to

check it using the key. If, while working your way through, you notice you
have passed the species you are expecting to arrive at, keep going as each species keys out at multiple
stages, in an attempt to account for natural variation in the wild. The key has been designed to
accommodate user error as much as possible, so if at any point you are unsure, choose the most similar
option and, with any luck, it will still bring you to the correct species. Please note that colour descriptions
may vary with certain environmental conditions, such as how many hours of sunlight it receives during the
day. Identification may be quite difficult when the buds are first forming in late autumn and then swelling to
burst into leaf in early spring.

Finally, wild roses, which are numerous in our country’s hedgerows, are not
included in this book, but may be mistaken for a winter tree. These roses will
almost always have thorns (see Figure 2), not to be mistaken for the spines of Figure 2
blackthorn and hawthorn, details of which are given in the glossary. For an

illustrated glossary, see the Winter Trees guide.




Glossary

Alternate — refers to the arrangement of buds on the twig; individual buds are spaced along the twig at
regular intervals, alternating either side.

Bud Scales — |leafy plates forming a protective covering on a bud.

‘Crocodile Back’ —refers to the gnarled appearance of the twig in trees such as Elm and Field Maple.
Lateral Buds — buds growing on the side of the twig.

Leaf Scar — the mark left on a twig when the leaf falls; it is present just below the bud.

Lenticels — corky spots or lines on the stem of a twig that allow the tree to take in air.

Opposite — refers to the arrangement of buds on the twig; the buds face each other on opposite sides of the
twig, forming individual pairs.

Spines —rigid structures arising from the twig that taper to a sharp point.

Spiralling — refers to the arrangement of buds on the twig; individual buds are spaced along the twig at
regular intervals, alternating either side and spiralling along the twig.

Terminal Bud - the bud growing at the very end of the twig.



Winter Trees Key

NB Some Willows, Birches and Poplars have been included but these cannot be definitively identified in the winter (hybrids are common)

1 BUAS OPPOSItE.....uiiiiiiiiiiii e Goto2

- Buds alternate/spiralling...........cooiiiiiiiiiii Goto3sg

Opposite Buds

2 Buds towards the end of the twig lying flat against the stem, bud tip
(10) pointing towards the end of the tWig.........ccooceeiiiiiiiiiie e, Goto3

- Buds towards the end of the twig generally pointing away from the stem

(approx. 45°) and/or on a short stalk.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiie, Goto 14
3 Lateral buds with two or more bud scales present........................ Gotoy4
(2)
- Lateral buds with one bud scale/bud scales absent (may appear ragged

and untidy as leaves lack protective bud scales).............cccccoen Gotog
4 Twigs green, flattened at buds; prominent side branches on twigs.........
() I Spindle (p39)
- TWigs NOt @s @boVe......cuiiiiiiiiiic Gotogs
5 Ridge betweenthebuds...........cccoiiiiiiiii Goto6
(4)
= NO MG Goto8
6 Buds predominantly green, bud scales may have a brown margin...........
) Sycamore (p41)




7 Young twigs pale brown and smooth; terminal bud often has tiny grey
(6) NAITS. . aaaaas Field Maple (p27)

- Young twigs grey and covered in warts; buds scruffy............. Elder (p25)

8 Young twigs brown with many lenticels; buds dumpy and brown/green
€ PR Wild Privet (p46)

- Young twigs pale grey; few, if any, lenticels present; buds dark brown...
..................................................................................... Buckthorn (p21) —

9 Buds red and bulbous, in perfect opposite pairs; the twig is pale brown
(3) aNd hairless.........uueeeeeeieieicceee e, Guelder-rose (p31)

m  NOT @S DOV . e Goto 10

10 Buds black, small and compact..........ccoocviiiiiiiiiiiiii

(9)
- Buds brown/cream, flap-like...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee

12 Ridge betweenthe buds...........cccoiiiiiii
(12)
- Noridge; buds light brown, and in offset pairs

13 Twigs brown with powdery yellow/white coating, smooth and rounded...

(22 ettt Wayfaring-tree (p42)
- Twigs pale grey/brown; ridged with prominent lenticels......... Elder (p25)
14 Buds predominantly brown (can have a red/green tinge)........... Go to1s
(2)

- Buds green, black, red or cream..........cccooiiiiiiiii Goto 28



15 Terminal bud and leaf scars large and distinct, much bigger than lateral

(14) buds (x5); larger buds are usually very sticky........c.ccoiiiiiiii,
............................................................................. Horse Chestnut (p35)

- Terminal bud, if present, similar in size to other buds................ Gotoib

16 Some single buds borne upon stalks...........cccccoviiiiiiiiinn. Goto1y

(15)

- Allbuds unstalked............ccooiiiiiiiie e Goto21

NB Look very carefully. If there is more than one bud or leaf scar on the stalk, treat
it as a separate twig with unstalked buds

17 Ridge between buds..........coooiiiiiiiiii Goto 18
(26)
= NO G Goto 19

18 Young twigs blood-red
(z7)

- Young twigs brown.........cccocoiiiiiiiiiii

19 Bud scales present.........cocoiiiiiiiiiiii Goto 20

(17)

- Bud scales absent; buds furry.........c..cceeiiiiiiineens Alder Buckthorn (p13)
20 Young twigs brown; buds dumpy and brown/green......Wild Privet (p46)
(29)

- Young twigs pale grey; buds dark brown...................... Buckthorn (p21)
21 Two or more bud scales present..........cocceeviiieiciiieniieeniic e Goto 22

(16)

- One bud scale/bud scales absent (may appear ragged and untidy)..........




22 Ridge betweenthe buds..........cccooiiiiiiii Goto 23

(21)

- Noridge

23 Budscalesgreenatthebase......ccccoooeieiiiiiiiiiiiieci, Sycamore (p41)
(22)

- Bud scales brown, purple or dark red at the base........................ Goto 24

24 Twigs pale grey, full of pith and covered in prominent lenticels
(23) +rrunneeeeet e e et e e e ettt e e e ettt e eeee—aeeeeeetaaeeeertttaaaaeeretaaaeeeraaanns Elder (p25)

- Twigs not as above, light brown..............ccccoiiiinne Field Maple (p27)

25 Young twigs predominantly blood-red (can be green in places)...............
LG TR Dogwood (p24)

26 Ridge between the buds (see couplet 17 for illustration)
(25)

- Noridge; buds light brown, and in offset pairs.....

27 Twigs brown with powdery yellow/white coating, smooth and rounded...

(26) 1ttt e Wayfaring-tree (p42)
- Twigs pale grey/brown; ridged with prominent lenticels......... Elder (p25)
28 Lateral buds with two or more bud scales..........eevvevvriviieviinennnn. Goto 29
(14)
- Lateral buds with one bud scale/bud scales absent (may appear ragged
and untidy as leaves lack protective bud scales)..............cccc.o..... Goto32
29 Ridge betweenthebuds............cooo Goto3o
(28)

- Noridge between the buds............ooooiiiiiiiiiiii Goto31




30 Bud scales green with a brown margin.........ccccccceevnens Sycamore (p41)
(29)

- Budsdark reddish-bBrown.........cooeueeeeeeeee e Elder(p25)
31 YOUNQ tWigS gre@N......ceviiiiiiii i Spindle (p39)
(29)

- Young twigs light brown or pale grey...........cccceeeiiiinen. Wild Privet (p46)

32 Buds black, small and compact
(28)
- NOtasaboVe.........uuviiiiiiiieeee e

33 Buds red and bulbous, in perfect opposite pairs; the twig is pale brown
(32)aNd hairless........uueeieeeeeeee e Guelder-rose (p31)

- Budsnotasabove.........ccciiiiiiii Goto 34

34 Buds cream and flap-like; the twig is brown with a powdery yellow/white
(33) COALING. ..ttt Wayfaring-tree (p42)

- Buds reddish-brown and scruffy; the twig is grey with prominent lenticels
................................................................................................ Elder (p25)

Alternate/Spiralling Buds

35 SPINES PreSENT....euiii i
(@)
= SPINES ADSENT...eiiiiiiiie e

36 Bud scales with a fringe of tiny white hairs

(35)
m N OT @S AP0V e e




37 Twigs very dark and robust, very spiny, longer spines bearing many buds;
(36) the bark is dark and peels with age.........ccccooeeeiiiinnne Blackthorn (p20)

- Twigs pale grey/reddish-brown; buds usually at base of spines or stalked
on the twig but longer spines may bear buds; the bark is pale and flakes
WITN @G it Hawthorn (p32)

38 Buds towards the end of the twig lying flat against the stem, bud tip
(35) pointing towards the end of the tWig.........cooiiiiiiiiiieiicee Goto39

- Buds towards the end of the twig generally pointing away from the stem

(at approximately 45°) and/or on a short stalk.........ccccccceeriinen. Go to 66
39 Two or more bud scales present........cccceeveeveeiiiiiiee e Goto 40
(38)
- Onebudscale/bud scales absent.......cooouoeeeeeeeeee e Goto 62
4o Buds green; scales with brown margins...........ccccoceiiiiiiiiiieiinens Goto 41
(39)
- Budsnotasabove........cceeeiiiiiiii e Goto 45
41 Budstips rounded........cc.ooieiiiiiii e Goto 42
(40)
- Bud tips POinted.......couieiieiiie e Go to 43

42 Twigs hairless; buds pea-like, scales green with brown margin; some single
(41) buds on short stalks.........ccoeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee, Wild Service-tree (p47)

- End of twig hairy; buds plump and slightly flattened, scales green/reddish
................................................................................................ Hazel (p33)

43 Twigs light brown, hairy.........cccoooiii Hazel (p33)
(41)
- Twigs dark brown, generally hairless, flimsy...........c.cccoeiiinnnn Go to 44




44 Bud scales with fringe of pale hairs; end of twig minutely hairy...............

2 IR Downy Birch (p18)

- Bud scales and end of twig hairless............ccccoeviiennnnn. Silver Birch (p18)

45 Bud scales hairy (to avarying degree).........cccooevveiiiiiiiiiiiieec e, Go to 46

(40)

- Budscales hairless........c.uueiiiiioii e Gotosg

46 Buds orange to medium brown..........cooooiiiiiii Goto 47

(45)

- Budsredtodark brown...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiii e Goto 48

47 Twigs slender, zigzagging; bark smooth and rippled........ Hornbeam (p34)

(46)

- Twigs more or less straight; bark with diamond-shaped pores..................
..................................................................................... Grey Poplar (p29)

48 Twig hairy, particularly towards the tip.........cccoiiiiiiiiiiis Goto 49

(46)

= TWIG haIrless. ..o Go to 52

49 BUAS C.2mMM.. e Goto 5o

(48)

- Budslargerthan 3mm. ... Gotonsa

5o Buds black/dark brown, clearly alternate; twig zigzagging...Elm spp. (p26)
(49)

- Buds dark red/brown, twigs never zigzag....................... Apple spp. (p14)
51 Buds brown/green, slender and pointed.............c......... Downy Birch (p18)
(49)

- Budsred or green, plump and usually rounded

52 Terminal bud 8mm or longer, densely hairy.........ccccoiiiiiiinn Gotos3
(48)
- Terminal bud shorter than 8mm, hairs tiny............ccccccceiinnn Goto sy




53 Young twigs pale grey and smooth; bud scales dark brown; young bark
(52) with horizontal lenticels.............oovvviieeeiiiiiiiiee e, Rowan (p38)

- Young twigs brown; bud scales reddish brown; young bark with diamond-
ShAPEd POIeS....cciiiiiiiiiiiiee e Grey Poplar (p29)

54 Lateral buds less than 4mm long, mostly on short ‘piles of pancakes’ and
(52) rounded/slightly pointed...........ccccoiiiiiiiiii Apple (p14)

- Lateral buds more than smm long, mostly lying flat against the stem and

sharply pointed.........cuviiiiiiii Aspen (p16)
55 Lateral buds with two to four bud scales........ccccccovcviveiiieneenee, Goto 56
(45)
- Lateral buds with more than 4 bud scales.........c.cccooiiiins Goto 61
56 BUAS 2-7MM..iiiii e Gotosy
(55)
- Buds greaterthan 7mme.........ccccooiiiiiiiiii Go to 60

57 Twigs with longitudinal ridges below bud
(56)
- Twigs rounded, no longitudinal ridges.............cccoeoiiiiiiiiniiinnn.

58 Buds small and dumpy, twigs fairly springy.......cccccoeeivieiiiineenn. Goto 59

(57)

- Buds slightly pointed, twigs very flimsy..........ccccceiiinncene. Birch spp. (p18)
(see couplet 78)

59 Twigsvery dark.......cccoooiiiiiiiiiiee e Blackthorn (p20)

(58)

- Twigs olive to reddish brown.............ccoooiiiiiiiie Hawthorn (p32)

60 Bud scales of the terminal bud pointed at tip................ Black Poplar (p19)

(56)

- Bud scales of the terminal bud rounded at tip..........ccccceueeeee Aspen (p16)

61 Young twigs grey, buds dark brown...........cccoooiiiiiinnn. Buckthorn (p21)

(55)

- Young twigs brown, buds orangey brown....................... Hornbeam (p34)




62 Bud scales absent; buds light brown and furry
(39)

- One bud scale; bud smooth............ccccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee

63 Buds distinctly yellow orred...........ocoeeiiiiiiiiiee e Go to 64
(62)

- Buds brown (can be greenish)..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Goto 65

64 Young twigs red to reddish-brown, downy. Buds generally red (but can be
(63) YEIOW) .ot Grey Willow (p30)

- Young twigs lime green, appearing hairless, sometimes glossy. Buds
generally yellow (but can be red).........coccvveiiiiinennnn. Goat Willow (p28)

65 Buds hairless (sometimes slightly hairy); twigs brittle, particularly at base

(63) « e et e ettt ettt ettt ettt Crack Willow (p23) = T

- Buds covered in whitish hairs; twigs not brittle........... White Willow (p44)

66 Buds roughly oval-shaped or spherical..........cccooooiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. Goto 67

(38)

- Buds elongated, at least 2.5x as long as wide (often sharply pointed).......
.................................................................................................. Goto11g

67 Buds with obviously 4 or more scales OR bud scales distinguishable but

(66) difficult to count OR buds tiny and scales too difficult to count.....Go to 68
- Buds with obviously 1-3 scales...........ooooiiiiii Gotogy
68 Some single buds on short stalks off the main twig...................... Goto 69
(67)

- Allbuds unstalked...........coooiiii Goto 8o

NB Look very carefully. If there is more than one bud or leaf scar on the stalk, treat it
as a separate twig with unstalked buds

69 Buds pea-like, rounded at the tip; bud scales distinctly green with a brown
(68) MAIGIN ...t et e ettt e et e e e e arneee e Wild Service-tree (p47)

- Budsnotasabove.........c.eeiiiiiiiiiii e Goto7yo



70 Buds 8mm long or longer, dark brown/purple with white hairs and can be
(69) QUItE POINTEA......eiiiiiiiiiiie i Rowan (p38)

- Budslessthan 8mm long.........cocoiiiiiiiiii e, Goto7i
71 Buds on stem rounded at tip, becoming increasingly pointed towards the
(70) end of the twig which is ochre and ridged............... Sweet Chestnut (p40)
- Buds acute/pointed (to a varying a degree).........cccccoeeieiiiiiinnnnns Goto 72
72 Buds very small, c.2mm, and in little clusters, all unstalked; twigs greyish
(/2 PSPPSR Blackthorn (p20)
- Budsred/green/brown, some single buds on small side stalks......Go to 73

73 Multiple scars below some buds or stalks (‘pile of pancakes’)....... Goto 74
(72)

= NOtAsSAbOVE......uuiiiiiieeeeeeee e Goto 77
74 Budstiny, c.2mm, red.......cccoiiiiiiiie Hawthorn (p32)
(73)

- Buds generally at least 4mm ong.........coooviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiciees Goto7sg

75 Young twigs pale grey/silvery; buds medium brown to orange..................
2% I UPPT Cherry spp. (p22)

76 Buds at least 6mm long; bud scales green with a brown margin................
(23 N Whitebeam (p45)

- Buds less than smm long; bud scales dark red/brown.............. Apple (p14)

77 Twigs thin and flimsy, very branched; buds slender and usually c. 6mm,
(73) Mostly unstalked.........coooiiiiii Goto 78

- Twigs fairly robust; buds green or dark red, mostly stalked.......... Goto 79




78 Bud scales with fringe of pale hairs; end of twig minutely hairy................

(274 TR Downy Birch (p18)
- Bud scales and end of twig hairless...........cccceviiiiiennnn Silver Birch (p18)
79 Buds at least 6mm long; bud scales green with a brown margin................
(27 WU Whitebeam (p45)

- Buds less than smm long; bud scales dark red/brown.............. Apple (p14)
8o Terminal buds in clusters of three or more.........ccccceeiiiiiieennnen. Goto 81

(68)

- Single terminal bud or a pair of terminal buds..............ccceeinenne. Go to 84

81 Twigs brown, hairy towardsthe end............cccciviiiiiiiiiinee. Hazel (p33)

(80)

- Twigs dark or silvery-grey, hairless..........cccccooeiiiiiiiiiiniic. Go to 82

82 Buds <2mm, twigs very dark, occasionally pale grey and/or with long
(81) spines; buds can occur in tight clusters...........cccccovivieene Blackthorn (p20)

= BUAS > 2MMiiiiiiiiie s Goto 83

83 Buds hard, plump and orange/brown with many >8 scales; terminal

(82) cluster of bUdS.........coiviiiiiiieic Oak spp. (p37)
- Buds pointed with <8 scales...........cccccooiiiiiiiiiiii Cherry spp. (p22)
84 Buds 4mMm OF [ONGEr.......uiiiiiiiiie e Goto 85
(80)

- Budslessthan 4mm long.......cccoeiriiiiiiiiiie e Gotogs
85 BUAS red/brown........coooiiiiiiiieee e Go to 86
(84)

= BUAS GrEeN . Goto 9y
86 Twigs rounded, fairly smooth (occ. with small round bumps)........ Goto 8y
(85)

- Twigs with longitudinal ridges below bud................ Sweet Chestnut (p4;0)




87 Buds covered in white hairs, particularly around the margin......... Go to 88
(86)
- Budsnotasabove.........ccuiiiiiiiiii

88 Buds densely hairy
87)
- Buds sparsely hairy... ...

89 Buds red and plump, young twigs light brown and hairy
(88)

- Budsnotasabove........coceiiiiiiiii

9o Buds almost as long as they are wide............cccceeennenee. Whitebeam (p45)
(89)

- Buds at least as long as they are wide, buds tend to curl into the stem.......

......................................................................................... Hornbeam (p34)

91 Young twigs bright red and hairless; buds with 2-3 scales...Lime spp. (p36)
(87)

- Young twigs brown or pale grey........c.ccoeiiiiiiiii Goto 92
92 Some lateral buds in clusters of two or more (look at the whole tree).........

(1) ettt e Cherry spp. (p22)
- Lateral buds notin clusters..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Goto 93

93 Buds red, slightly flattened; young twigs light brown and very hairy towards
(92) TN EIP . Hazel (p33)

- Buds brown/green, slender and slightly pointed; young twigs brown and

minutely hairy at the tip.......ccccoooiii Downy Birch (p18)

94 Twig hairy towards the end; buds plump........ccccocciiiiiiiinnn Hazel (p33)

(85)

- Twig hairless, robust; bud scales with a brown margin and a fringe of
Whitish hairs. ... .o Whitebeam (p45)




95 Buds clearly alternate, dark brown/black; end of twig usually hairy............
(L) +nette et e ettt ettt e e e e e e Elm spp. (p26)

96 Buds brown to dark brown (sometimes in tight clusters); twigs very dark

(95) (SOMELIMES GreY)...eeiieieiiiiiiiiee e e et e e Blackthorn (p20)

- Budsred, never in tight clusters; twigs olive to reddish brown....................
......................................................................................... Hawthorn (p32)

97 Some buds YellOW........cooiiiiiiiiiiii e Goto g8

(67)

= NOYEllOW BUAS...ccooie e Gotogg

98 Young twigs lime green, appearing hairless, sometimes glossy. Buds

(97) generally yellow (but can be red)........cccceeviiiiiiiiiinens Goat Willow (p28)

- Young twigs red to reddish-brown, downy. Buds generally red (but can be
YEIOW). e Grey Willow (p30)

99 Some single buds on short stalks off the main twig...................... Go to 100

(97)

- Allbuds unstalked..........ccccumiimiiiiiiiiieeeeee e Goto 110

NB Look very carefully. If there is more than one bud or leaf scar on the stalk, treat it
as a separate twig with unstalked buds

100 Terminal bud scales have a fringe of small white hairs.................. Goto 101
(99)

= NOtAS ADOVE....cieie e Go to 104
101 Bud scales green or light brown............ccooiiiii, Goto102
(100)

- Bud scales red or dark brown/purple.........cccoiviiiiiiiiiiiie Go to 103
102 Bud scales green; terminal twigs hairless and robust......Whitebeam (p45)
(101)

- Bud scales light brown, very hairy; young twigs are flimsy and covered in
adense white felt..........oooiiiiiiii White Poplar (p44)




103 Buds less than 8mm long, small and dark red/brown............... Apple (p14)
(101)

- Buds generally at least 8mm long, dark brown/purple and very hairy........
.............................................................................................. Rowan (p38)

104 Multiple bud scars below the bud (like a ‘pile of pancakes’)........... Go to 105

(200)

= NOtas aboVve. ... Go to 106

105 Bud scales a mixture of bright red or black....................... Hawthorn (p32)

(204)

- Budscales dark red/brown..........ccooveeiiiiiiiii Apple (p14)

106 Majority of buds stalked; buds purplish, approximately twice as long as

(204) W .ot Alder (p12)
- Majority of buds unstalked...........cccoeriiiiiiiiii Goto 107
107 TWiIgS rouNded.......cocuiiiiiie e Go to 108
(106)

- Twigs with longitudinal ridges; buds red/brown....... Sweet Chestnut (p40)
108At least some red buds.........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii Go to 109
(207)

- Noredbuds......cooiiiii Birch spp. (p18)

(see couplet 78)

109Young twigs bright red, hairless, zigzagging...................... Lime spp. (p36)
(1208)

- Young twigs dull red/brown, downy, not zigzagging......Grey Willow (p30)




110 Buds on young twig tiny, 2-3mMm........cccciiiiiiiiiiie Goto11a
(99)

- Buds on young twig more than 3mm (generally at least 4mm).....Go to 112
112 Buds red; young twigs smooth and hairless...................... Hawthorn (p32)
(110)
- Buds light brown; both buds and young twigs covered in a dense white
1Y | SRR White Poplar (p44)
112 Twigs very thin and flimsy (<2mm thick).........cccccconiiiis Go to 113
(110)
- Twigs thicker than 2mme........cccoiiiii Goto114
113 Bud scales with fringe of pale hairs; end of twig minutely hairy................
(02 ettt Downy Birch (p18)
- Bud scales and end of twig hairless..........c.ccocoiiiiiiinns Silver Birch (p18)
114 Young twigs and budsred..........ccooiiiii Lime spp. (p36)
(112)
- Young twigs brown; buds red/brown....................... Sweet Chestnut (p4;0)

115 Buds with many scales (6-15), copper-coloured and pointed, clearly held

(66) At 45° TOThe STEM. . Go to 116
- Buds with 1-55Cales......uiiiiiii Goto 117
116 Buds less than 15mm long, end of twig slightly hairy....... Hornbeam (p34)
(215)

- Buds more than 15mm long, mature twigs hairless (youngest twigs
0118 T RSP Beech (p17)




117 Buds sharply pointed..........c.ccoiiiiiiiiiic e Goto118
(115)
- Buds more rounded (sometimes slightly pointed)..........c..cc........ Go to 119

118Buds densely hairy; young twigs grey and smooth................. Rowan (p38)
(117)

- Buds hairless; young twigs light brown and knobbly....Black Poplar (p19)

119Bud scales green with a brown margin..............ccccocees Whitebeam (p45)
(117)

- Bud scales reddish to dark brown/purple........ccccccoviiiiiiiinns Alder (p12)




About Us

The Species Recovery Trust is a charity set up to tackle the loss of some of the rarest species in the UK.

There are over nine hundred native species in the UK that are classed as under threat, with several hundreds
more currently widespread but known to be in significant decline. The countryside is now bereft of many
species that were a familiar sight a mere generation ago.

A small number of these species are on the absolute brink of existence, poised to become extinct in our
lifetimes; our goal is to stop them vanishing.

Our aim is to remove 5o species from the edge of extinction in the UK by the year 2050. In addition, we are
reconnecting people with wildlife and the natural world through training programmes and awareness raising.

The Species Recovery Trust
37 Albany Road

Salisbury

SP13YQ

01722 322539
enquiries@speciesrecoverytrust.org.uk

recovery www.speciesrecoverytrust.org.uk

-I-rUSII- Registered in England and Wales Charity 114638



mailto:enquiries@speciesrecoverytrust.org.uk
http://www.speciesrecoverytrust.org.uk/

