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Neutral grasslands cover a range of habitat types, from rarely encountered
unimproved meadows, through to more common semi-improved and improved
pastures and leys. One of the more notable species is Perennial Ryegrass;
virtually absent from the best quality unimproved grassland, but increasingly
dominant as nutrient levels rise and diversity falls and thus extremely useful as

a habitat indicator species.

In damper situations levels of Yorkshire-fog tend to increase, and eventually
clumps of Soft Rush appear as this habitat grades into marshy grassland and

swamp.

A dominance of tussocky grasses, notably False Oat-grass and Cock’s-foot, can
suggest under-management and corresponding low overall diversity.
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